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yk, or maine lande, of them newly founds. And
that the aforesaide John and his sonnes, or their
heires and assignee, may subdue, occupie, and
possesse, all such townes, cities, castels, and yles, of
them founde, which they can subdue, occupie, and
possesse, as our vassailes and lieutenantes, getting
unto Us the rule, title, and jurisdiction of the same
villages, townes, castels, andfirme lande so founde.

The patent then goes on to provide for a royalty
to His Majesty of one-fifth of the net profits, to
exempt the patentees from custom duty, to ex-
clude competition, and to exhort good subjects of
the Crown to help the Cabots in every possible
way. This first of all English documents con-
nected with America ends with these words:
Witnesse our Selfe at Westminster', the Fifth day of
March, in the XI yeere of our reigne. HENRY R.

To sayle to all Paries of the East, of the West,
and of the North. The pointed omission of the
word South made it clear that Henry had no in-
tention of infringing Spanish rights of discovery.
Spanish claims, however, were based on the Pope's
division of all the heathen world and were by no
means bounded by any rights of discovery already
acquired.